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BIOGRAPHY. 


The Life and Martrydom of John Hooper, bishop of Gloueester and 
Worcester. (From a late British publication.) 


Mr. John Hooper received his education at Oxford, where he ap- 
plied himself with great diligence to the study of the learned lan- 
guages and the sciences. But after having made a considerable 
progress in these pursuits, he dscovered that they were unable to 
satisfy the desires of his soul; and that wisdom of a superiour kind 
was necessary to prepare him for eternity. He, therefore, began 
to search the Scriptures diligently, and to improve his reading by 
prayer and meditation. In proportion as his knowledge of divine 
things increased, he became dissatisfied with the prevailing system 
of popery, and showed a partiality in favour of the reformed reli- 
gion; that religion which is now become, through God’s goodness, 
the established religion of England. This change of sentiments 
eould not remain long unknown, but exposed him to the malice of 
the papists, which drove him fi xford. For some time after he 
was sheltered in the house of le patron; but persecution follow- 
ing him thither also, he was compelled to seek a refuge abroad 
among the German reformers. 

When Edward VI. succeeded his father Henry VIII. the clouds 
of superstition began to disperse, and the light of the true gospel 
dawned upon England. At this period the Protestants experienced 
the protection and favour of the government, and many who had 
left their homes on religious motives, hastened to return; and Mr. 
Hooper, who, like a true christian, had always cherisiied the love of 
his country, was among the number. He appears, however, to have 
left his brethren on the continent wit) great regret; for his heart 
was united to them by the strictest bands of fellowship; aed he felt, 
without doubt, that christian believers are connected by closer ties 
than those of country or kindred. A remarkable circumstance which 
occurred at his last interview with his friend Mr. Bullenger, shews 
the chief object which he had in view. For, after an exchange of 
affectionate sentiments, and mutual promises of remembrance, Mr, 
Hooper added, “The last news of me you shall hear; but I shall 
not be able to write: for where [ shall take most pains, there shall 
you hear of me to be burnt to ashes:” On returning to England 
Mr. Hooper became a zealous and successful preacher of the Gospel; 
and although he freely exposed sin wherever he found it, yet his 
hearers were extremely numerous: they perceived his affection to 
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them in his desire for their conversion, and welcomed his rebukes, 
as being the effects of love to their souls. 

In 1550, this exemplary man was made bishop of Gloucester and 
Worcester; and truly he resembled the primitive bishops, the first 
in the line of succession, who by the direction of the great bishop of 
souls, were chosen and ordained by the hands of his apostles. His 
deportment in this new situation was worthy of a servant of Christ. 
My author observes that, although he was bishop of two diocesses, 
yet he so guided them, as if he had in charge but one family; ‘‘No 
father in his own household, no gardener, no husbandman in his 
vineyard, was more or better occupied than he amongst his flock; 
going about his towns and villages,in teaching and preaching to the 
people.” <A considerable part of his income he employed for chari- 
table purposes; and his usual practice was to distribute foed every 
day toa number of poor people, whom he previously examined in 
the articles of their faith. His family was regulated on the same 
principles which influenced his publick conduct: his children were 
brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord: his servants 
were encouraged in the love of holiness; and every part of his palace 
gave some evidence of the owner’s christian spirit and temper. In 
this manner was bishop Hooper engaged until the death of king Ed- 
ward, when the gospel became again obscured, and popery again 
attained its power in this kingdom. Soon after this change he was 
deprived of his bishoprick, and confined in one of the prisons of 
London. It appears that he experepces great severity; and every 
thee was adopted which seemed likely to shake his resolution; but 

e remained faithful in the causef his divine Master; and the only 
effect the cruelty of his popish em@mies produced, was to wean him 
more from the fee of the world, afidto prepare him for a glorious 
eternity. Upon being informed that he was to be executed at Glou- 
cester, in his own diocess, he lifted up his hands and eyes, praising 
God, that he saw it good to send him among the people of whom he 
had been pastor, he might confirm, by his death, the truths which he 
had delivered to them; not doubting that the Lord would give him 
strength to bear his cross with patience, and to suffer to his honour 
and glory. 

A short time before his martrydom, a person who was greatly at- 
tached to him intreated him that he would save his life by acknow- 
ledging the Roman Catholick church; but his answer proved the 
strength of his faith: “True it is,” said he, “that death is bitter, and 
life is sweet; but, alas! consider that the death to come is more bitter, 
and the life to come more sweet: therefore, for the desire and love 
I have to the one, and the terror and fear J have of the other, I do 
not so much regard this death, nor esteem this life, but have settled 
myself, through the strength of God’s Holy Spirit, patiently to pass 
through the torments and extremities of the fire now prepared for 
me, rather than to deny the truth of his word.” 

At Gloucester it was designed to confine him in the common jail; 
but the guard which brought him from London declared that he had 
behaved so geutly and patiently on his journey, that they would 
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rather lodge with him, than that he should be sent to lodge among 
the outcasts of society. His gratitude was greatly excited by this 
proposal, as well as by the reception it met with from the magis- 
trates: so sensible was he of the smallest expression of kindness. 

He spent the night before his death almost entirely in prayer, as 
the best preparation for the awful transaction of the following day. 

The account which is given of the martyrdom of this excellent 
prelate is as follows:—When his body had been fastened to the 
stake by an iron hoop, he looked round on the people; for being tall, 
and standing on a high stool, he could see to some distance. The 
surrounding crowds were weeping for him. ‘Then lifting up his 
eyes and hands to Heaven, he prayed, probably for them as well as 
for himself. ‘The person who was appointed to make the fire came 
to him, and Lebel his forgiveness; to whom he replied, “Why 
should I forgive you? I know of no offence which you have ever 
committed against me.” *O sir,” said the man, “I am appointed to 
make the fire,” “Therein,” said Hooper, “thou dost nothing offend 
me; God forgive thee thy sins, and do thy office, I pray thee.” 
Then the eal were thrown up, and he received two bundles of 
them in his own hands, embraced, kissed them, and put one under 
either arm, and showed with his hand how the rest sheyld be placed. 

Shortly after the order was given that the fire should ve Jighted; 
but as the faggots were green, it did not soon kindle, and it Was a 
considerable time before the reeds caught it. At length it burnea 
round him; but the wind, being strong, blew the flames from him, 
so that they only scorched him. 

After some time a few dry faggots were brought, and a new fire 
was kindled: but it burned below, and only scorched him as before. 
During both the first and second fire he prayed, saying mildly, and 
not very loudly, but as one free from pain, “O Jesus, thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me, and receive my soul.” After the second 
fire was spent, he wiped both his eyes with his hands, and looking 
on the people, said with a raised voice, “For God’s love, good peo- 
ple, let me have more fire.” All this while his lower parts were 

urning; but the faggots being few, the flame did not reach his up- 
per parts. . 

A third fire was then kindled, which was stronger than the former 
two. The bladders of gunpowder, now burst, but they were so pla- 
ced, that they did no service. He now prayed with a loud voice, 
“Lord Jesus have mercy on me: Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
These were the last words he was heard to utter. But when he 
was black in the mouth, and his tongue swollen, so that he could 
not speak, yet his lips moved till they were shrunk to the gums: and 
he knocked his breast with his hands, till one of his arms fell off, 
and then knocked with the other, until, by a renewal of the fire, his 
strength failed, and his hand stuck to the iron on his breast. Im- 
mediately, bowing forward, he yielded up the ghost. 

Hle was three quarters of an hour in the fire. Like a lamb he 
patiently bore the extremity of suffering, neither moving backwards 
nor forwards, nor to either side. 








84 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


And now, reader, what should be your feelings at the close of 
such an account as that which you have seen. Is it not calculated 
to impress on you and me a sense of the value of our souls, their 
lost state, and our need of a Saviour? Did Hooper give up his body 
to the flames, rather than renounce his hope in Christ? Let us ask 
ourselves, what pains we have taken, to secure ouselves that blessed 
hepe which maketh not ashamed. 

f we would die in comfort, as Hooper did, we must be brought 
to feel as he felt, how sinful and guilty we are, both by nature and 
by practice. For without this conviction we shall not go to Jesus, 
as our Saviour, nor value his redemption. ‘They that are whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick.” 

Our reformers have declared, that “we are accounted righteous 
before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Savour Jesus Christ, 
by faith, and not for our own works or deserving.” Christ,” says 
the Homily of Salvation, ‘is the righteousness of all them that truly 
do believe in him. He for them paid their ransom by his death. 
He for them fulfilled the law in his life. So that now in him, and 
by him, every true christian man may be called a fulfiller of the law, 
forasmuch as that which their infirmity lacked, Christ’s justice (his 
obedience to the Law) hath supplied!”” ‘That this hope of the gos- 
pe! was biehop Hooper’s ground of confidence, through life and in 
death, 1s plain from the history before us. It was for maintaining 
ens doctrine that he was persecuted, and at last burned at the stake. 
And it was this doctrine which enabled him to meet death, in its 
most terrible form, with confidence and joy. 

This hope, reader, must be yours and mine, if we would live and 
die in peace. We are “miserable sinners;” and “there is no other 
name under Heaven, given among men, whereby we can be saved, 
but the name of Jesus Christ.” ‘To him we must look for salvation; 
and then we shall live holily, as Hooper lived; aud die happily, as 
Hooper died. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN. 


a 


INDIA, 


Extract of a letter from Messrs. Loveless, Knill and Mead, Madras, 
Sept. 5, 1817. 

With gratitude we record the loving kindness and tender mercies 
ef our God: his hand has been stretched over us for good: your 
prayers have been answered: we are still alive and well: and very 
busily engaged—new fields of labour are opening to our view con- 
tinually: and the desire of our souls is to approve ourselves unto God 
as his faith ful and devoted servants. 

As it regards our labours, we hope we have left nothing undone, 
as far as health and ability would permit. Learning the language 
has been our every-day work: visiting the schools has been our con- 
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stant employ—to visit the dying bed, and direct the departing spirit 
to the Saviour, has been our office: preaching the gospel from four 
to eight times every week; holding publick meetings for prayer and 
exhortation three evenings in the week regularly; and endeavouring 
to stir up our friends to assist in the great work, by every means 
which our hands or tongues could frame, or our hearts devise has 
been our constant aim. oF 

_May 14 and 15. Held our missionary meeting. Brotbers RNe- 
nius and Gordon preached. This is our grand festival. k is truly 
Catholick. All unite. 


“Then sects, and names, and parties fall.”’ 


It is impossible to describe the feelings which were excited on 
this memorable occasion. ‘Think, dear sir, what you and the vther 
good fathers of the society would have experienced at passing 
through the streets of Madtas to the chapel. We see you proczed- 
ing solemnly through a host of people; your ears are filed with the 
buz of commerce: at your right hand is a devotee standing upon 
spikes; on your left, is a temple, where the worshippers of idols are 
adoring the work of their own hands; while before you is a procession 
with drums, trumpets, torches, and idols: then longing for a piace 
where to vent your sighs, you behold a tabernacle for the Lord of 
hosts; you enter, and with rapture hear a brother say, “For Zion’s 
sake, I will not hold my peace; and for Jerusalem’s sake, I will not 
rest,” &c. Isa. Ixii. 1. (henius’ “poet Would you not have exclaim- 
ed, “Bless the Lord, O our souls, and al! that is within us, bless his 
holy name!” and leaving us your mantle,as it dropped from your 
ascending spirit, we should have heard you say, “Now we depart in 
peace, for our eves have seen thy salvation.” 

Aug. 21. Attended, as usual, to the daily work, (language): af 
4 P. M. went to Triplicani;—a mussulman’s feast;—great bustle;— 
hastened to the Brahmans’ streets, of whith there are four:—saw a 
great many of these holy men. Their tank is amazingly large; 
situated in the middle of a large square neatly built, with flights of 
steps on all sides, for the accommodation of the people. In the 
middle of the water is a sacred place highly decorated, built for the 
reception of the Ged, when he takes his annual round. In this 
place he stops for several days, in the month of June, being carried 
from the temple every morning on a raft, and sent back in the same 
way at night. The Pagoda attached to this is very large; it is indeed 
a prodigious pile of sculpture, descriptive of every animal created 
by God, or which falien man in his vain imagination, could conceive. 
Alas, what is man when God departs! Here indeed they worship 
the creature instead of the Creator. Mot less than two hundred 
monkeys are sacred to this Pagoda; and ale fed by the offerings of 
the people. Great veneration is paid to tl\is animal, as one of their 
incarnations was a great monkey. 

My chief design in visiting this place, was to open a school, and 
to get familiar with the people. Thus far I succeeded, though the 
owner of the room would not permit ine to enter till he had remov- 
ed, lest I should defile him. A great many Brahmins came around 
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me, looked strange at first, but when I took leave, they appeared 
very kind and obliging. 

On the first of September this school was opened, which makes 
the number of our schools not less than nine. ‘Two large English 
schools of about two hundred boys and girls there are, supported by 
kind and liberal friends. ‘Two native schvols, supported by a friend 
“ missions. ‘The other five are supported by the Society. 


Brothey Hands, on his way home to Bellary, writes to brother 
Loveless thus: 

Bangalore. 

“The poor soldiers of the 69th, were greatly rejoiced to see me. 
I have preached to them thrice, and trust the Lord was with us. 
Great numbers attended. The ordinances of the gospel were re- 
freshing. I hope my visit has been a blessing to many. 

“Soon after I ascended the Ghauts, I got among the Canaree peo- 
ple, and in 7 place I halted, I endeavoured to make known the 
glad tidings of the gospel—Great numbers in neg gree attended; 
and almost always after preaching in the street, | was followed 
home by numbers, who desired to know more fully what they had 
heard; in most places I was entreated to stay longer. They are 
every where exceedingly eager to obtain the Canara Tracts; and I 
am distressed that Iam not able more liberally to supply them.’ 
He also speaks in the highest terms of officers and other gentlemen, 


-who have treated him on his journey with the kindness characteris- 


tick of Britons. 

At Seringapatam there are a few country-born young men, who 
from time to time have been encouraged by brother Loveless to seek 
the Lord. He has supplied them with Burder’s and Cennick’s ser- 
mons, and books of all descriptions suited to their circumstances. 
They write to him in the most humble and spiritual manner, and 
appear like plants of the Lord’s right hand planting, in the midst of 
a desert wilderness. Brother Hands has engaged to see these 

oung men, and we anticipate a pleasing account respecting them. 

Through the aid ofa kind friend, we have lately employed a rea- 
der free of expense to the society. He is a respectable native 
Christian, one of good Mr. Gerricke’s people, a teacher in the Col- 
lege, and has expressed a desire to be employed some way or other 
with us. He was Mr. Mead’s teacher; and since brother Mead’s 
departure, we have engaged him every evening to read the New 
Testament in his house, or by his house-side. Many have attended. 

Sept. 26. Yesterday was to us a very memorable day indeed: a 
Bible Association was begun at the Missionary Chapel. Brother 
Knill preached previous to the meeting from John v. 39. After ser- 
mon brother Loveless was called to the chair.—Rules adopted— 
President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Committee appointed, and 
about 70 pagodas were given as donations. We cannot but hail it 
as another trophy of redeeming love which shall bring much glory 
to our matchless Redeemer. 

Oct. 2. The returns from our English and native schools were 
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370 in attendance: this with our Sabbath School makes about 400 
poor children under our care every week, who are taught the glori- 
ous news of salvation as revealed in the |Bible. The last lesson the 
native children learned to repeat withdut book was Jolin ii. from 
16 to 26 ver.—the very marrow of the gdspel. 


—_ 


DOMESTICK. 


A NARRATIVE 


Of the state of religion; within the bounlds of the general assembly 
of the Presbyterian church; and of the general associations of 
Connecticut, New-Hampshire, Massathusetts Proper, and of the 
general convention of Vermont, during the last year. 


The history of the church of God contains a record of adverse, as 
well as prosperous events. Her members being sanctified only in 
part, at no time fully display that purity of conversation and con- 
duct, which becometh their profession, and too often afford cause of 
triumph to the adversaries on account of their carelessness or fai- 
luresin duty. In the periods of her highest elevation, there is just 
reason to lament that there are many things to be found within her 
borders which are against her. Of these’ she is bound to take parti- 
cular notice, as well as of the evidences uf her Lord’s presence and 
blessing. ‘Thus doing she is not only reminded “that she has not 
already attained, or is not already perfect,” but also constrained 
“to follow after, if that she may apprehend that for which also she 
is apprehended of Christ.” 

The general assembly conscious of their duty in this respect and 
trusting to the divine blessing for success in its performance, desire 
to give to that part of the church committed to their superinten- 
dance, a faithful narrative of the causes of sorrow during the past 
year, as well as those of rejoicing. They begin with the former, 
which may be summed up under the following heads: 

1. ERRONEOUS PRINCIPLES ON THE SUBJECT OF REVEALED RE- 
Lticion. If there is a religion revealed by God, it is as important 
to have correct views of its principles, to perform the duties which 
it enjoins in the various relations of life, as it is to have correct 
views of morality that our lives may be moral.—Errour in principle, 
invariably produces errour in practice. ‘To be ever learning and 
never coming to the knowledge of the truth, is characteristick of none 
but those who assume for the human understanding. the prerogative 
of setting in judgment upon the inspired truth of God, either con- 
demning the whole as an imposition or undertaking to correct its 
alledged mistakes by abridging and falsifying its coutents. Of the 
former class, we rejoice that their number and influence are dimi- 
nished. Not many years past, they triumphed, to the regret and 
anguish of the followers of Christ. With brazen front infidelity 
threatened the annihilation of the church aud the ruin of hec Lord’s 
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authority. But the church not merely survives its attacks—she 
has increased in numbers and in grace, whilst her adversaries are 
compelled, though unwillingly to pay homage to the paramount 
claims of her God and Saviour, who is King of kings and Lord of 
lords. Few are to be found who respect themselves, openly oppo- 
sing the truth of God as contained in the scriptures. There are 
however some, within our bounds, who, whilst they profess to ho- 
nour the authority of the bible, with unhallowed hands, would cut 
out of its pages those passages which command us to honour the Son 
as we honour the Father, and rob the trembling sinner of the only 
hope of acceptance with God which his soul can cherish. ‘The well 
beloved and only begotten Son of God they reduce to the level of 
frail humanity and his work of redemption, to the mere fact of fur- 
nishing us a perfect example of conversation and conduct. By de- 
nying his character as a covenant surety to bear our sins and carry 
our sorrows, thev lower his example as a righteous and holy man 
below that which his apostles and primitive followers afford us. 
And so far as we have had the opportunity of judging from facts, 
which have fallen under our observation, their principles have intro- 
duced among all who have embraced them, so great a conformity in 
their practice to the world which lieth in wickedness, as to render 
it impossible to discriminate them from the children of that world. 

In connexion with these Anti-Trinitarians, for we reject the 
name which they have assumed of Unitarians, holding the unity of 
God as strictly as they do, are the Universalists, or the supporters 
of the doctrine of universal salvation. It is a tribute however 
which we owe to truth, to say that whilst the Anti-Trinitarians, for 
the sake of consistency are compelled to maintain the ultimate and 
eternal salvation of all, the Universalists believe in the doctrine of 
the trinity and the atonement of the Lord Jesus. They however, 
by assuring all that they will be in the end forever happy, provide 
for the gratification of present desires and continuance in sin, 
whilst they live. 

As these errours in principle do exist in some portions of our 
church, though we have good reason to believe that they are not 
increasing, the assembly trust that they will be opposed and their 
ruinous tendency unfolded, with fidelity and success. 

Q. Sinrunt practices. Of these the principal ones reported, are 
intemperance and the profanation of the Lord’s day! To us it isa 
matter not only of regret, but of humiliation; that there should 
remain cause of complaint and sorrow, on account of their preva- 
lence. The first is manifestly so ruinous to the health of the body 
and the participation of temporal advantages, and the last so fear- 
fully destructive of every religious restraint and feeling, as to call 
for prompt condemnation from the men of the world, as well as the 
professors of the truth as it'is in Jesus. The Lord’s day viewed in 
a political light entirely, affords so ney benefits calculated for the 
promotion of present enjoyment in all the relations of life, as to 


claim for it, the venerations and homage of sound statesmen. But 
to men professing respect for the truth of God, it presents claims of 
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higher authority, and we want no stronger evidence of their actual 
irreligion, than the fact of their profaning that day. As for those 
who indulge in intemperate habits; we affectionately remind them 
‘of their families, as well as themselves, and warn them of the wrath 
to come. They deliberately prepare themselves for disgrace, as 
well as disease; unfit themselves for the duties and enjoyments of 
the life which now is; and must look for the indignation of God 
through eternal ages in the life which is to come.” ‘Who hath 
woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath bablings? 
who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They 
that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. Loo 
not thou upon the wine when it is red; when it giveth his colour in 
the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a 
serpent, and stingeth like an adder. Thine eyes shall behold 
strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. Yea 
thou shalt be as he t!at lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he 
that lieth upon the top of a mast. They have stricken me, shalt 
thou say and I was not sick, they have beaten me and I felt it not: 
when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.” The assembly 
earnestly recommend to all judicatories, ministers and members of 
their communion, to favour and support all efforts and endeavours 
to suppress this abominable vice. 

8. FAILURE IN DUTY ON THE PART OF PROFESSING CHRISTIANS. 
Under this head we class lukewarmness, formality, carelessness and 
neglect of regular attendance upon the publick and private ordinan- 
ees of worship. They who are chargeable with this failure, have the 
strongest reason for suspecting the sincerity of their profession, 
and apprehending the reprobation of their master. To them strictly 
is applicable the fearful threatening denounced upon|the Laodiceans. 
“Because thou art neither cold nor hot, but lukewarm, I will spew 
thee out of my mouth.” They who are so far influenced by this 
spirit of lukewarmness, as to forsake the assembling of themselves 
together for the service of God on his own day, and do not offer up 
to him the morning and evening sacrifice in their families, nor par- 
take of the sacraments of his covenant, particularly, neglecting the 
baptism of their children; subject themselves to the discipline of 
his house; impair their own spiritual state; and if repentance be not 
granted, can jook for nothing but condemnation from their judge in 
the end. ‘To hear that such gross defection in practice had appear; 
ed in any of our Presbyteries, was as painful in the extreme to our 
feelings, as the fact is disgraceful to the christian character of those 
who are thus violating their duty, and injuring their own souls, to- 
gether with the souls of the members of their families. To all these 
we address the words of Christ, ‘““Remember from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do thy first works: or else I will come unto 
thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, ex- 
cept thou repent.” 


(To be concluded.) 
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TENTH REPORT 
Of the Bible Society of Philadelphia. 


Since the last annual report which the managers had the pleasure 
of laying before the society, the interests committed to their care 
have been increasing in magnitude, and the prospects of a further 
increase continue to be fair and proniising. 

The good hand of our God has been with us, and by his blessing 
we trust, that we have been instrumental in promoting his glory, 
advancing the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, pee ameliorat- 
ing the condition of numbers of our fellow-men. 

n the course of the year, ending on the 6th day of May, 1818, 
there have been sriobed, by the society two editions, (the 24th and 
25th) of the duodecimo Bible, of $250 copies each; one edition of the 
octavo Bible, of 1225 copies; two editions of the ectavo New Testa- 
ment, of 750 copies each; four editions of the duodecimo New Tes- 
tament, amounting to 7226 copies. Making the total of Bibles and 
New Testaments printed by the society during the last year, to be 
16,451 copies. There is now an edition (the 26th) of the duodeci- 
mo Bible in the press, of 2,500 copies. 

The above facts will show the society the value of their stereo- 
type plates, and that they are in successful operation. 

rom the British and Foreign Bible Society, we have had the 

leasure of receiving the generous donation of 1000 Spanish New 
Testhnseuts. So that there has been placed at the disposal of the 
board during the last year, of Bibles and New Testaments, a total 
amount of 17,451 copies. 

The society has received many flattering proofs of the interest 
which is taken in its prosperity, by sister societies, and by benevo- 
lent institutions and individuals. 

The board with much pleasure record the following instances, 
among many others, of generosity and liberality in the great work 
of disseminating the sacred volume. These evidences of zeal in the 
cause, and of confidence in the society, were received with grati- 
iude, and are acknowledged with thankfulness. 


From the North Western Bible Association,adonationof $45 00 


Kensingtor Bible Association, - - - 7500 
Stauuton Bible Society in Virginia, - : 100 00 
Auxiliary Bible Society of Bradford county, 

State of Tennessee, - - - - 6000 
Episcopal church of All Saints, - - 24 57 
Female Bible Society of Philadelphia, - - 50000 
Hanover congregation, Dauphin county, - 11 50 

- 5000 


Female Bible Society of Newville, - 
Robert Barclay, esq. London, per Dr. Parke, 100 00 
Harrisburg Auxiliary Bible Society, - - 7500 
Young ladies of the Bethlehem Academy, per 
Joseph Horsefield, esq. - - 


20 00 
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Susquehanna Bible Society, - - $50 00 
Trinity church at Oxford, per Mr. Abraham 
Duflield, a collection, - - - - 1664 

The state of the Bible associations in the city and county, was for 
a time discouraging; a langour appeared to pervade them, and wef 
were sinking into death. Some of them indeed were dissolved. 
‘The board realizing the importance of these auxiliaries, and behold- 
ing with deep concern the state of the Bible cause in the city, re- 
commended a meeting of delegates from the different Bible socie- 
ties and associations more immediately connected with us, in order 
to digest and reporta plan for reviving, and calling into more vigo- 
rous action these institutions. In consequence of this recommen- 
dation, delegates from the societies and most of the associations 
met, and after deliberation from time to time, reported a plan of 
operation, and an address which is annexed to the report. 

One item in that plan, being the re-organization of the Bible asso- 
ciations, the board appointed a committee of their members, to at- 
tempt to carry that part of it into effect. 

Meetings were called in the different districts, in which the asso- 
ciations had previously existed, and they were re-organized. With 
the alteration of the sum to be paid, and the time and manner of its 
collection, the former constitutions were adopted by the respective 
meetings. From the numbers and spirit of those who attended these 
meetings, the board cherish the pleasing anticipation, that from 
their vigorous and continued exertions, they will be yet more use- 
ful and successful, in promoting the interests of the good and holy 
cause in which we are engaged. 

From the Bible Association of Germantown, the managers are 
informed, that no material alteration in the state of the society has 
taken place since their last report, nor has there been any increase 
of their numbers. ‘They have found very few families in their dis- 
trict unprovided with bibles, and therefore they have had occasion 
to distribute, only 3 Bibles and 1 New Testament. ‘They add, that 
it is not known to them, that more could have been disposed of. 
They have paid the treasurer of the Philadelphia Bible Society, for 
Bibles and Testaments, 39 dollars 24 cents; and have presented as 
a donation, the sum of 70 dollars. 

The report of the “First Bible Association of the Northern Li- 
berties”’ states, that the number of their subscribers is 760; being an 
addition of forty-nine since their last report. ‘That since their for- 
mation in 1816, they have received for annual and life subscriptions, 
and donations, 309 dollars 97 cents and a half. During the above 
period, ae | have distributed 141 bibles. They have paid to the 
treasurer of the bible suciety of Philadelphia, 100 dollars as a do- 
nation. 

The South Western Association, have not been able to furnish a 
full report of their proceedings; some of their sub-committees not 
being prepared. From the sub-committees which have reported, it 
appears, that about 170 dollars have been collected in the portion of 

















92 _THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


the district which they have visited, and a number of Bibles and 
New Testaments have been distributed. They state that the busi- 
ness is going on with as much energy as under circumstances can 
be expected. 102 dollars have been paid to the treasurer of the 
Bible Society of Philadelphia. 

The report of the North Eastern Bible Association states, that 
during the last year they have distributed 12 Bibles and 3 New 
Testaments. Besides which, there have been delivered irto the 
hands of the Rev. Dr. Schaeffer for distribution, nine Bibles in the 
German language. They have paid into the hands of the treasurer 
of this society, as a donation, 110 dollars. 

The report of the First Bible Association of the North Western 
district, states, that they have distributed some Bibles, and have re- 
ceived a considerable sum of money. ‘They think that in their dis- 
trict, the prospects are encouraging. 

The Auxilary Bible Association of Southwark, state in their 
report, that they have received 102 dollars 74 cents. They have 
distributed 16 Bibles and 14 New Testaments. ‘They express their 
gratification in the prosperity, and increase of their association, and 
feel no hesitation in stating, that energy in the acting committee, 
will be a sure means of increasing the prosperity of the associations.* 

The South Eastern Bible Association state, in their report; that 
believing the interests of the association would be promoted by the 
appointment of a collector, they accordingly appointed one, and 
that already their collections have exceeded two hundred dollars. 
They have paid into the hands of the treasurer of the Philadelphia 
Bible Society, as a donation, the sum of two hundred and ref 
eight dollars and sixty two cents. They express a humble confi- 
dence, that their endeavours in this cause, will still be supported 
and prospered, by the same divine spirit, by whose inspiration the 
sacred volume was given. 


The First Marine Bible Association, report, that they have in the — 


course of the past year, been strengthened by the accession of seve- 
ral new members. 

The report makes honourable mention of Captain Hunt of the 
brig Mariner, Captain Morgan of the brig General Jackson, and 
Captain Osmon of the ship Pacific, as furnishing examples of zeal 
in the cause of the Bible well worthy of imitation. ‘The Jast men- 
tioned gentleman having on his late voyage to Canton, obtained an 
addition to the list of members, and largely increased the funds of 
the association, for which they acknowledge themselves deeply in- 
debted to him. They have distributed but twenty-six Bibles and 
Testaments, and paid to the Parent Society as a donation, the sum 
of two hundred and fifty dollars. 

( To be continued.) 


* There has been received from the Auxiliary Bible Association of Southwark, since 
the settlement of the treasurer’s account, 75 dollars; which will be credited in the next 


year. 


ae 
Ves = 


me gn RS 
5 . ay 








THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 93 


PHILADELPHIA PRESBYTERY. 


The presbytery of Philadelphia at their meeting on the 25d of 
April last, in the city of Philadelphia adopted the following report 
on the state of religion, and directed it to be presented to the next 
General Assembly: viz. 

Although it has not pleased Almighty God to visit, during the 
last year, our section of the visible church, with any remarkable 
revival of religion, yet the presbytery has reason to be thankful, that 
through the agency of the Holy Spirit, publick worship has been 
well attended, many instances of regeneration have hopefully oc- 
curred, and more than five hundred communicants have been added, 
on examination, to our fellowship in Christ. 

In most of our churches, and particularly in that at Bridgetown, 
additions have been more numerous than in the preceding year. Of 
these, the greater portion are young people, who have originated, 
and hitherto almost exclusively conducted our Sabbath schools, in 
which it is not too much to say, that at least five thousand children, 
within our bounds, enjoy the benefits of religious education. Fre- 
quently, from two to three thousand of these well regulated youth 
and little ones, have been convened in ove place, with their teachers, 
for publick worship; and have attended, with great decorum, to 
appropriate discourses; presenting a spectacle at once pleasing to 
the eye, and grateful to the heart. 

The moral influence of these institutions upon the community, has 
been highly favourable, in suppressing the vices of children, and, in 
several instances, of reforming the lives of their parents. ‘Those 
who have imparted instruction to others, have themselves been 
taught; and it deserves to be had in long remembrance, that in the 
Northern Liberties alone, out of sixty-five teachers, who were not 
communicants when they commenced their course of teaching, fifty- 
five have since made a credible profession of christianity. Out of 
these schools several children also, after sufficient trials of their 
christian knowledge and character, have been received into our 
churches, as younger brethren and sisters in the Lord; who con- 
tinue to bring forth fruits, meet for the profession of evangelical 
penitence. 

In the city of Philadelphia, a numerous and respectable mission- 
ary society, auxiliary to the board of missions of the General As- 
sembly, has lately been organized under happy auspices, and a la- 
bourer employed by them, to whom a station has been assigned, in 
which there is a fair prospect of rearing a new congregation. The 
previously existing missionary society of Philadelphia, and the Fe- 
male Domestick Missionary Society, continue to make laudable ex- 
ertions in the city and suburbs, and will probably soon have the sa- 
tisfaction of building up other congregations, from people now ig- 
norant of the just God and Saviour. ‘The spirit of domestick mis- 
sions has been awakened among us, and in our country, of Jate; and 
it gives us peculiar pleasure to note this, because it furnishes cheer- 
ing confirmation of the promise, that the law shall go forth from 
Zion, the gospel of the Sen of Ged from the church, to all the ends 
of the viel 
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To the spirit of life, and the good word of his grace, we thankfully 
ascribe the growing satisfaction which bas been experienced in the 
churches under our care, in attendance on the nearly universal con- 
cert of prayer; the multiplication of juvenile societies for religious 
and other benevolent purposes; the maintenance of numerous weekly 
meetings for social worship; the increase of Bible classes, consisting 
of our young people; the resuscitation of Bible associations; the ge- 
neral attention that has been paid to catechetical instruction; the 
prevalence of sound doctrine; and the harmony which subsists 
among our congregations and their respective officers. 

It has afforded the presbytery peculiar satisfaction to learn, that 
in Salem county in the state of New-Jersey a Bible society has been 
instituted, and that the most numerous and active members of that 
body, who have united with our Presbyterian brethren, are mem- 
bers of the society of Friends. 

During the last winter it has pleased divine Providence to visit 
the prison and almshouse in the city of Philadelphia with a very 

revalent sickness, which has prevented the inhabitants of those 
places from hearing the gospel preached in the publick manner to 
which they had beenaccustomed. Still they have been privately visit- 
ed, as well as the patients in the hospital, by Mr. Eastburn; by the 
missionary of the Female Domestick institution, and by other la- 
bourers; and some striking instances of conviction and apparent 
conversion have rewarded their exertions. 

We are, however, compelled to present some gloomy views. 
Lukewarmness is dicoverable among many of our professors of reli- 
gion. Many heads of families, aad some of them communicants, 
we have reason to fear call not on the name of Jehovah in domes- 
tick worship. In some places, within our borders, but not under 
our presbyterial care, almost every species of iniquity abounds. 

We might specify many instances of most awful impiety, but we 
close with one, which verifies the assurance that the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

On the 25th of May, 1817, a convict* in the prison in this city as- 
ecnded a marble block in the yard, and pretended to perform di- 
vine service, in mimicry of a preacher whom he had lately heard. 
His fellow prisoners protested against his impious proceeding. This 
tended only to enrage him; and, lifting up his hands and eyes to 
heaven, he repeatedly cursed, in a horrible manner, his God and 
Saviour; adding with an oath, “I will be out of this prison, or,—in 
hell before the first of June.’’? He descended from the block, and 
in less than half an hour was afflicted with chills, and pains in his 
bones, which, notwithstanding the energies of a vigorous frame, and 
a determined spirit, forced him to his bed, never again to rise. 

Ile continued obdurate in sin to the last breath. On the 27th of 
May, he said, toa barber who attended on him, “come my good fel- 
low, make haste, and give me a good shave; tor it is the last you 
will give me: make haste, I shall soon be gone:” and before the 
work was half done, while the words were going out of his mouth he 
expired. Thus, in less than forty-eight hours after he had cursed 


*RBenjamm Spencer. 
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his God, that God who is slow to anger brought down this bold 
| blasphemer to the dead. 
1 The physician of the institution had not anticipated any imme- 
diate danger from his symptoms: his body was therefore profession- 
ally examined, to ascertain if any probable natural cause of his 
death could be discovered, and it appeared that no rupture, or other 
uncommon occurrence in the animal system, had occasioned his dis- 
solufion. 

No sooner was this awful visitation of God announced in the pri- 
son, than every hand ceased from labour, and all the prisoners seem- 
ed to be petrified with amazement. Since that time, they have heen 
frequently reminded of it, and not without exciting some tender 
emotions. May the supplication of every soul be, “Let me not die 
the death of the unrighteous; let not my last end be like his,” 


——. + oe 


: THE PARTING SCENE. 


i Lines written on the sailing of Messrs. Wheelock and Colman for 
| India, from Boston, Nov. 16, 1817. 


See that ship, her sails now bending, 
Destin’d far to Indian seas; 
See her canvass, wide extending, 
Catch the ling’ring wish’d for breeze; 
Richly freighted 
With ambassadors of peace. 

See the solemn crowd assembling, 
Anxious each the scene to view; 
Some are weeping, others trembling, 
While a mother* presses through, 

And with anguish 
Bids her only son adieu. 


See a father’s heart+ dissolving, 
While he gazes on his son; 
Rv’ry tender thought revolving, 
Turns away and weeps alone; 
Softly saying, 
“Father, let thy will be done.” 
See a scene no less distressing, 
When a mother’s} anguish’d heart, 
Fondly to her bosom pressing, 
Cries, “my son! and we must part? 
O my Saviour! 
Ever keep him near thy heart.” 


See that youth|| with arms entwining, 
Hanging on her brother’s breast; 
Tears, cod grief, and love combining, 
Still she cries, though much distress’d, 
* Go, my brother! 
Go! and make the Burmans blest.” 


* Mrs, Colman. + Mr. Wheelock. t Mrs. Wheelock, } Miss Wheeleek. 
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Sisters* too, with fond embraces, 
Stand o’erwhelm’d upon the shore; 
Gazing on each other’s faces, 
Weeping, part to meet no more! 
Griev’d and pensive, 
God’s mysterious ways adore. 


While the crowd were silent standing, 
Solemn prayer devoutly flow’d; 
Clouds of incense like, ascending 
Up before the throne of God, 
For our brethren, 
While they’re sailing o'er the flood. 
Go, ye heralds of salvation, 
Go proclaim “redeeming blood.” 
Publish to that barb’rous nation, 
Peace and pardon from our God; 
Tell the Heathens 
None but Curist can do them good. 


While the gospel trump you’re sounding, 
May the Sriait seal the word; 
And thro’ sov’reign grace abounding, 
Burmawns bow 2nd own the Lord: 
Gaudamat leaving, 
God alone shall be ador’d. 


Distant tho’ our souls are bending, 
Still our hearts are warm and true; 
{n our prayers to heav’n ascending, 
Brethren, we'll remember you: 
Heav’n preserve you 
Safely all your journey through. 
When your mission here is finish’d, 
And your work on earth is done, 
May your souls, by grace replenish’d, 
ind acceptance thro’ the Son: 
Thence admitted, 
Dwell for ever near his throne. 


Loud hosannas now resounding, 
Make the heav’nly arches ring; 
Grace to sinful men abounding, 
Ransom’d millions sweetly sing; 
While with rapture, 
All adore their heavenly King. 
Boston, Jan. 1818. [| dmer. Bap. Mag. 


* Sisters of the missionaries’ wives. + The name of the Burman idol. 
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